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APPENDIX (H.)— PART I. 



REASONS for recommending Voluntary Associations for the 
Relief of the Poor. 

I. Because there are, and must necessarily be continually arising, many cases Reasons for re- 

of real destitution which cannot be relieved by a compulsory assessment without commending 
bringing claims upon it to an unlimited extent. The attempt was made in tteReUef 

England to meet all cases ol distress by a compulsory rate, and the consequence of "he Poor, 
was, that in one year the rate amounted to the enormous sum of more than 

£7, 800, 000 sterling ; and, besides the oppressive amount of the assessment, it 
did much evil in pauperizing a large portion of the labouring population of that 
part of the United Kingdom. 

II. Because, although such cases of distress might, and probably would be, 
relieved by spontaneous charity, yet the leaving of such cases of distress to be 
relieved by the operation of undirected benevolence inevitably leads to an exten- 
sive vagrancy. II it be generally known that there are many cases of real 
distress, for the relief of which there is no public provision, the humane naturally 
listen to applications maae to them individually ; the consequence is, that the idle 
and dissolute avail themselves of this facility of obtaining a maintenance without 
labour. They invent tales of distress, and exhibit appearances of extreme poverty 
and misery ; their artifices prove too frequently successful, and the land soon 
swarms with vagrants. This is the state of Ireland at the present moment. On 
the most moderate computation the amount of spontaneous alms given in that 
part of the United Kingdom, chiefly by the smaller farmers and cottiers, is from 
£1,000,000 to £2,000,000 sterling annually ; but being given without system, or 
without inquiry, to the good and the bad, the really destitute and the pretenders 
to destitution receive alike their maintenance out of the earnings of the indus- 
trious, to their great impoverishment, and to the great injury of the morals and 
good order of the kingdom. 

III. Because the most direct and effectual, if not the only means of avoiding 
these two great evils, namely, an extensive and ruinous pauperism, created by an 
attempt to make compulsory provision for all cases of destitution, and an exten- 
sive and equally ruinous vagrancy, created by the want of a public provision, is to 
endeavour to bring voluntary almsgiving under regulations and system, so as to 
direct it to the relief of real distress exclusively. 

IV. Because if this be not effected, if voluntary charity be altogether left out 
of view in any public provision for the poor, those who regard it as a religious 
duty to relieve the poor, and who find enjoyment in the exercise of such charity, 
will continue to give without discrimination or system, and thus render it impossi- 
ble to put a stop to vagrancy. Even the profuse provisions made for the poor by 
the English Poor Law did not prevent the formation of a multitude of voluntary 
associations for charitable purposes, many of which impaired the industry of the 
people, and increased among them the indolent and dependent spirit of paupers. 

(See Report of Commissioners of Inquiry.) 

V. Because the best means of systematizing and regulating voluntary alms- 
giving is to hold out the offer of a measure of public aid for all voluntary associa- 
tions based on certain principles, and governed by fixed regulations, approved by 
a Central Board. By the offer of such aid, benevolent persons interested in the 
relief of the poor will, we doubt not, be induced to form themselves into associa- 
tions for that purpose, and will persuade the charitably disposed to give their alms 
through them ; seeing that by so doing the amount will be increased, whilst the 
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Reasons for re- best assurances will be afforded that every precaution will be used for detecting 

commending imposition, and relieving only those who are really in distress. 

Voluntary Associa- 
tions for the Relief yj because, while a fund thus founded upon voluntary contributions would 
of the Poor. ovid ' e e £f ec t U al relief for those who are really destitute, the very nature of it 

would debar the poor from establishing legal claims upon it, since the contribu- 
tions to a voluntary fund being wholly spontaneous, the contributors could at any 
time withhold them if an attempt were made to compel an appropriation of the 
joint fund contrary to their instructions. 

VII. Because a Central Board in constant communication with a number of 
Local Committees would be furnished with the most effectual means of diffusing 
information and inculcating just principles respecting the relief of the poor. 

The great cause of the extensive mendicancy which drains and impoverishes the 
small farmers of Ireland is their want of system and good judgment in bestowing 
relief. It is given by them without discrimination, without regard to the character, 
nay, without even knowledge of the circumstances of the applicant ; this indiscrimi- 
nate and profuse distribution of alms never fails to bring forward multitudes to avail 
themselves of it, claimants possessing no real title to such relief. Whereas, if these 
humane persons could be brought to systematize their liberality, to make arrange- 
ments for giving only where relief was really needed, they would at once learn to 
husband their own funds, and avoid giving encouragement to the daily increasing 
body of unprincipled vagrants who are kept from habits of industry by their mistaken 
generosity! Now the administration of public money granted in aid of voluntary 
contributions would procure for a Central Board the most favourable opportunities of 
enlightening the public mind on the subject of relieving the poor. It would place 
them at once in friendly and influential communication with a great number of 
benevolent and respectable persons, and thus enable them widely to diffuse through 
all ranks of society (and particularly through that rank of society which needs it 
most) interesting information and wholesome principles on the subject ; and from 
the diffusion of such information, and the general adoption of such principles, the 
very best results might be confidently expected. 



VIII. Because the example of an organized system of relief for the poor by 
voluntary contribution is afforded in Scotland, where it has been eminently 

Scotland is distinguished from Ireland in having a public system of relief, 
administered by overseers recognised by the law, to whom applicants for alms can 
be referred ; and it is distinguished from England in that its system of relief is 
founded upon the voluntary contributions of the people. _ The effect is, that there 
is not in that part of the United Kingdom, as there is in Ireland, an extensive, 
exhausting, demoralizing mendicancy ; nor, as in England, a still more extensive 
and ruinous public pauperism. The avoiding of both of these opposite evils is the 
very test of a successful treatment of the poor. 

IX. Because, although the persons intrusted with the care of the poor in Scot- 
land have, in support of their claims upon the public for contribution, a law which 
empowers them to obtain a compulsory assessment in aid of voluntary contribu- 
tions, and although the fear of such compulsory assessment may, and probably 
does in some instances, increase the amount of voluntary contributions, yet we 
conceive that the offer of public aid to voluntary contributions is more than an 
equivalent for the want of such a law. 

X. Because a voluntary contribution is more likely to be economically adminis- 
tered than a compulsory assessment ; the voluntary contributions are administered 
under the eye of the contributors, who have it in their power, if they disapprove oi 
the administration, simply to withhold their contributions ; a check upon prolusion 
much more effectual than the power of preferring complaints against an official 
person. This inference is borne out by the example of Scotland, where there is 
the most marked difference, in point of expenditure, between those parishes which 
are under assessment and those in which the poor are relieved solely by voluntary 



contributions. . „ f rar . T 

One of the most remarkable features of the Scottish system is the effect o y 
small sums in keeping parishes free from mendicancy ; the elders, who administer 
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the parish fund, are expected to take into account whatever means applicants may 
possess ot contributing to their own maintenance, whether by their own labour, or 
by just claims on relatives ; they are expected merely to aid such resources, 
not to supersede them ; and this economical system has been found sufficient to 
prevent the necessity of assessment through three-fourths of the parishes of that 
country-. I he experiment of an exclusively compulsory system in England is equally 
instructive. Every precaution was adopted to prevent the Poor Laws from being 
profusely administered, or the money improperly expended ; the overseers’ accounts 
were checked by the magistrates, and from them an appeal was opened to the 
quarter sessions, but all in vain ; the assessment continued to advance steadily, 
and with the rapidity of a conflagration, till it threatened to involve all property in 
one common ruin. 

XI. Because, in a country so comparatively poor as Ireland is, it would be an 
unnecessary and. improvident waste of available funds to disregard the voluntary 
contributions of the people, which are now given freely, and to attempt to make 
provision for the poor exclusively from a compulsory rate. 

XII. Because, in a country in which the educated classes bear so small a pro- 
portion to the uneducated classes, it would be improvident to disregard the as- 
sistance of those persons who are disposed voluntarily to bestow their time and 
labour for the relief of the poor, and to attempt to fulfil the Avhole of that im- 
portant duty by means of paid officers. The chief object to be attended to in 
relieving the poor is making inquiry into the real condition and circumstances of 
all applicants for relief. If this be neglected, or imperfectly fulfilled, in the ad- 
ministration of either a compulsory or voluntary fund, the consequence must be 
mischievous. The history of the poor laws of England, in the administration of 
which relief was given to applicants with little or no inquiry, and the history of 
vagrancy in Ireland, in which alms are spontaneously given also without inquiry, 
show that the effect has been equally disastrous. The chief superiority of the 
Scottish system in those parishes in which there is no assessment is, that the 
administrators of the voluntary fund are required to make themselves intimately 
acquainted with the state of the applicants ; and this, from their numbers, they 
are able to do. And one cause of the instant increase of pauperism, and, con- 
sequently, of expense, in parishes in which there is an assessment, is that the 
same accuracy of inquiry is not made. 

XIII. Because, although it has been urged that a system which has succeeded 
in Scotland may not succeed in Ireland, and that there are circumstances in the 
condition of Ireland which would certainly cause it to fail, yet the experiment of 
voluntary contribution, aided from the public purse, having been tried with con- 
siderable success in one description of aid provided for the poor, namely, in the 
education of their children, we are entitled to infer that it would succeed equally 
well in other descriptions of aid. 

The mode in which we recommend a provision to be made for the poor, 
namely, by founding it upon voluntary contributions, is entirely analogous to the 
mode which has been adopted in establishing the national system of education. In 
that system a certain contribution is required on the part of the people towards 
providing school-houses, maintaining masters, and procuring suitable books. On 
this contribution being made, they are permitted to apply to the Board for a grant 
of public money, not to supersede their own contributions, but in aid of them. 
Protestants and Roman Catholics are invited and encouraged to act together ; but 
their doing so is not made a sine qua jion to the success of an application, Pro- 
testants being permitted to apply without the concurrence of Roman Catholics, 
and Roman Catholics w'ithout the concurrence of Protestants. Many persons 
might have anticipated a complete failure, on the ground that few or none would be 
found ready to come fonvard with voluntary supplies. The reverse, however, has 
been the result of the experiment ; and the history of that system of education 
furnishes, in almost every particular, an argument a fortiori for the success of the 
system which we propose for aiding the people to support their own poor; for 
example : — 

1 . As the offer of assistance from a public fund has called fonvard applica- 
tions more than sufficient to absorb the whole of the Parliamentary grant 
for the education of the poor, much more is the offer of such assistance in 
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relieving and supporting the destitute likely to excite a desire in the people 
to avail themselves of the offer, and to bring forward applications for ; a 
much larger amount ; for, however much the people may be interested in 
the education of their children, they are unquestionably much -more so in 
the relief of the poor. While comparatively little was expended by them 
for education till they were encouraged by the offer of public assistance, it 
is computed that the small farmers and cottiers of Ireland cannot distribute 
much less than from a million to a million and a half sterling annually in 
food to beggars. 

2 As persons have been found in the most destitute parts of the country to 
superintend the building of school-houses, the choosing and paying of 
masters much more will persons be found in the same parts of the country 
capable of managing funds for the relief of the poor obtained among their 
neighbours, aided in a certain proportion by a Central Hoard. A com- 
pulsory rate for the relief of the poor is necessarily thrown into the 
management of the gentry of the country. In many districts there are no 
resident gentry, lior any persons that could be prudently selected to manage 
a compulsory assessment for the relief of cases of destitution where the 
objects cannot be very accurately defined, nor effectual guards provided 
against abuse ; whereas, by the proposed system, that class of the com- 
munity who now chiefly support their own poor, namely, the small farmers, 
would be allowed an influential share in the management of their own 
voluntary contributions, and the aid received from a public fund would only 
give sufficient influence to the Central Board to assist in directing them 
and to check any occasional misapplication that might be made of the united 
fund. It seems indeed preposterous to reject the plan of affording pub- 
lic aid to voluntary funds on the presumption of a total want of public 
spirit and benevolence on the part of the gentry of Ireland, and yet to 
calculate on a yet greater amount of public spirit in the same persons for the 
administration of a compulsory system of relief. It is to be hoped that 
o-radually, if not immediately, a class of persons may be raised up tor 
administering relief to the poor analogous to the elders in Scotland, -whose 
labours have been so highly beneficial in that department of public 
duty. 

3. The new system of education has been in operation for several years with- 
out occasioning any increase of religious animosity, but, on the contrary, has 
tended rather to allay such feelings; much more, therefore, may we expect 
that a similar system for the relief of the poor may be conducted not only 
without any exacerbation of religious animosity, but with a healing and 
uniting influence. In the process^ of education religious jealousy is much 
more likely to arise than in giving relief to the destitute. In conducting a 
system of education it is extremely difficult to exclude all occasion of 
jealousy from the operation of instructing children ; but m relieving the 
destitute, whatever causes of jealousy might arise among the different per- 
sons employed, none could be occasioned by the mere administration of 
pecuniary relief. Any attempt indeed to place the Roman Catholic poor 
under the exclusive guardianship of Protestants, whether clergy or gentry, 
would unquestionably increase religious animosity ; but an offer of assist- 
ance towards supporting the poor of all denominations, without reference to 
their religious denominations, would be still more likely to bring them 
together on a friendly and a confidential footing. It may be pleaded that 
Protestants are to a very considerable extent at least hostile to the system 0 
national education, and it is not to be denied that such hostility exists 
among very many Protestants; but the chief reason, which they give for 
their dislike of the system, is one that would not enter into a plan lor the 
relief of the mere bodily wants of the poor: for, however much some may 
conceive it to be their duty not to give education to those who refuse to read, 
the Bible, there must be very few indeed who would be disposed to make 
such a test a condition of receiving pecuniary aid. 

XIV. Because that, although the system of providing for the poo;- by means of 
voluntary associations, aided from the public purse, and constructed on well-digestea 
principles, may not succeed at once in every part of the country, yet that, so far a 
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it does succeed, it will tend to bring the population into a sound state with respect 
to the poor ; and tuat it will, we trust, gradually work its way over the face of the 
island, and probably supersede in many places, as the Scottish' system does so 
extensively, the necessity of a compulsory rate. Whereas we are convinced that 
although a compulsory rate might be rendered general more rapidly, and be 
administered by artificial means, it would every day become more difficult to 
manage, and tend to bring the country into a worse state than our Inquiry has 
found it. 1 3 
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XV. Because, although it has been pleaded that, if the foundation of a provision 
for the destitute were made to rest upon voluntary, contributions, many of those 
who ought to contribute would not do so, and especially that those landed 
proprietors who are not resident, or who do not contribute, would be altogether 
exempted from the expense of such provision for the destitute ; yet as the Com- 
missioners recommend that the whole ol the extensive remedial measures proposed 
by them for providing labour for the able-bodied poor, and generally improving 
their condition, together with the ivhole relief and support of the sick, the lame 5 • 
the blind, and the deaf and dumb poor, are to be provided for by compulsory 
assessment upon the holders of interests in land, that besides this the aid, which 
they propose ^should be given to voluntary contributions from the public purse, must 
be obtained from the same class of the community, we believe that there is no valid 
foundation for the objection. On the contrary, we believe that the requirement of 
a voluntary contribution, as the foundation of that department of relief to the desti- 
tute which is contemplated by it, will amount only to the inviting of every class in 
the community to bear their reasonable share in this good work, furnishing them 
with the opportunity of doing so ivith advantage, publicly recognizing their bene- 
volent gifts, and providing, by means of a regularly organized system of public 
charity, for certain classes of the destitute, whose relief could with safety to the 
community neither be provided for by compulsory assessment, nor left to the 
undirected spontaneous benevolence of individuals. 

XVI. The preceding reasons rest on an assumption that the plan of making the 
support of the destitute poor contingent in a greater or less degree upon voluntary 
contributions holds out an almost assured prospect of success in its results. 

We aie, however, disposed to say, that even if our hope of success were less 
strong tnan it is, we should still recommend that, at least, the experiment be made, 
and for these reasons : — 

First, If it should fail, after a fair trial, no evil consequence would follow. 

And, secondly, we conceive that the administration of a voluntary fund, aided 
from the public purse, would have comparatively little tendency to impair the 
independent spirit and industrious habits of the poor ; and, as we confidently antici- 
pate that the remedial measures recommended in our Report will greatly 
lessen the number of persons requiring relief, it is of much importance to bestow 
Such relief as may be urgently required in a measure as little as possible injurious 
to the character of the persons receiving it, that they may not be unfitted for 
embracing those opportunities of providing for themselves by their own industry, 
which, we doubt not, will gradually open to them. 



Rd. DUBLIN. 

D. MURRAY. 
JAMES CARLILE. 

F. HORT. 

JOHN. CORRIE. 

W. B. WRIGHTSON. 
A. R. BLAKE. 

J. E. BICHENO. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



APPENDIX (H.) PART I. to THIRD REPORT of COMMISSIONERS for 



REASONS for dissenting from the Principle of raising 1 onds for the 
Relief if the Poor bj the Voluntary System, ns recommended ,n the 
Report. 

Reasons for dis- ' Having given to the subject that full and anxious consideration which its im- 
s“t portance so Imperiously demands, we feel ourselves called upon to s a te the . reasons 
Principle Of raising \ vhich prevent us from concurring in the recommendation, Hurt provision be 
Funds for the , , 1 . towards the relief of the aged and infirm, orphans, widows with 

%£*££? ;l g cli, and destote persons in general, through the establishment, in the 
System. first instance, of voluntary associations. 

I. Became all experience teaches that the greatest misery and want, often 
amounting to actual starvation, are found to exist where the infirm and indigent ot 
any great community are left totally dependent on the precarious charity of the 
wealthier classes of society. 

II. Became in Ireland, a country where private benevolence 

spicuous, and where voluntary charity abounds, we still find the pom in a state of 
unparalleled destitution. 

III. Because, in the lamentably distressed state of the ™ ™ 
relief to be effectual must be comprehensive, uniform, and prompt, uhde the veiy 
constitution of voluntary associations proclaims that their operations must he taidy , 
and, circumstanced as Ireland is in the distribution of her population, must be paihal 
and precarious. 

IV. Became it is notorious that many contributions, in name “ re fp" 

quently obligations of the severest character. The pressure of such i tax must be 
Unequal; the class least removed from want would furnish as now oes the 
largest number of contributors and to the greatest amount, while the tAn 
classes resident as well as absentee, would in a great measure be exempted from 
the liability of contributing in proportion to their wealth, or even from contributing 
at all. 

V Became, viewing the peculiar state of societyin Ireland, the extent 
religious seal prevails? as well as the influence it must exercise, we consider the 
difficulties attendant on the raising of a voluntary fund m the first instance, an 
of an impartial distribution of relief in the next,-all but insurmountable lire 
two great classes of the community, the wealthy proprietors and the great bulk ol 
the population, are so widely separated in feelings and in opinion, it can haidly 
he expected that the local managers, of whatever religious persuasion in U attract 
such confidence towards their judicious choice of objects and impartial d stnbu 
tion of the funds at their disposal as is indispensable (even supposing a othe 
motives for withholding contributions to be removed) to the success ol voluntary 
associations. 

VI. Became it is unhappily too true, that where voluntary associations for the 
relief of tlie most helpless poor have been organized and directed with great slim, 
and a degree of perseverance which the purest benevolence could alone support, 
these institutions have not only failed in providing for the necessities of thei 
respective districts, hut in inducing the majority of w-ealthy proprietor ana 
inhabitants to contribute to the support of institutions so meritorious, and so been 
from even a suspicion of blame . 

VII. Became the Mendicity Institutions of Dublin, Limerick, Neivry, Birr, 
Sligo, Waterford, and Londonderry, as well as the voluntary poor s fund esta- 
blished in some of the rural districts, afford strong proofs ol the inefficiency 
the support afforded to these institutions, for, although they have not totally lailea. 
yet their subscriptions are falling off, and they, are by no means adequate to tne 

relief of the objects they contemplate. . , , 

In Londonderry, one of the most prosperous, “The Committee find the su 
scriptions stationary ; persons of property are to be found who either reluse 
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subscribe, or give sums very disproportionate to their means, and in consequence 
the funds fall very far short of the demands on them.” 

VIII. Because the' present mode of establishing and maintaining dispensaries, 
where the public contribution depends upon the formation of a voluntary fund, 
strongly exhibits the partial workings of the system. These institutions have 
been too frequently established, less with a regard to the wants of the poor, than 
to making a suitable provision, in a favoured district, for a well-educated medical 
practitioner. The evidence in Appendix (B.) shows that dispensaries do 
not exist, either in number or in distribution, adequate to the necessities of the 
population. If the rich refuse or neglect to subscribe, the poor are left totally 
neglected; il, on the other hand, the contributions are liberal, then the district 
is taxed more in proportion to the amount subscribed by wealthy, and often 
interested individuals, than with reference to the fuller relief of the objects of 
these institutions. 

IX. Because, referring to evidence given on this subject before Com- 
mittees ol the House of Commons, it appears, that in the administration of such 
voluntary funds, managers have been charged with partiality in the selection of 
objects of relief, private feuds and jealousies have taken place, and subscriptions 
have gradually, but very sensibly, decreased in amount. 

X. Because, while the history of Ireland affords so many proofs of the failure of 
every scheme depending on the voluntary contributions of individuals, whether set 
on foot for the purposes of colonization, instruction, or charity, though recom- 
mended by associations of great landed proprietors, and aided by whatever assist- 
ance could be derived from strong religious and political feeling, we cannot flatter 
ourselves that in the absence of such powerful allies, the simple dictates of benevo- 
lence can reasonably be relied on to secure- the fulfilment of so important a duty 
as the support of the helpless indigent of a whole nation. 

XI. Because no system of relief dependent on voluntary contributions could 
create a reasonable hope of success, without some plan or modification of the 
system of settlement; and we confess we cannot contemplate any modification of 
that system which could possibly lead to the curtailment of the privilege of free 
migration hitherto enjoyed by the Irish poor, a privilege which the evidence of a 
former Report proves to have afforded not only a means of support to the indus- 
trious labourer, but the only hope of existence to a class too numerous and too 
virtuous not to be objects of the deepest interest to every benevolent mind. 

XII. Because, considering that the principle adopted in England, and recom- 
mended for the regulation and government of the workhouse-system, must 
in a great degree be applied to the annuity-system of relief, being to afford 
the means of support according to the lowest scale, we feel convinced not only that 
ample room will be left for the exercise of private benevolence, but that in a coun- 
try where the class of wealthy resident inhabitants forms so small a proportion of the 
population, the privations of the helpless, infirm, and destitute will still be but little 
removed from a state of want. 

XIII. Because, although Ave readily admit that there are districts in Ireland, in 
Avhich voluntary societies might be established, and Avhich would afford ample means 
of constructing a local administration for the management of a poor’s fund — still 
Ave feel satisfied that in the present state of society, and under the existing distri- 
bution of the population, such a system cannot be either comprehensive or uniform; 
Ave are therefore of opinion that the fund should be obtained by an assessment 
Avholly, and not partially, compulsory ; and that it will be most efficiently managed 
by elective boards of guardians as in England, directed by responsible public 
officers, Avhose proceedings shall be subjected to the strictest public scrutiny. 

CHARLES VIGNOLES. 

J. W. L. NAPER. 

KILLEEN. 

App. (H.) — Part I. B 
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TABLE No. I. 

General Summary of the Answers and Returns made under the Acts of Parliament of 1881 for taking an Account of the 
Population of the United Kingdom, stating the Number of Houses Inhabited, Uninhabited, and Building, the Number 
of Families residing in such as are Inhabited, the Occupations of those Families, and the Total Number of Males and Females 
living in England, Wales, Scotland, the different Provinces of Ireland, and the British Islands. 




Persons. 



Occupations. 



Families | 

Traded Ma- 
i nufactures, 



F amilies 
chiefly 

Agriculture. 



the two 
preceding 
Classes. 



Great Britain. 



England . 

Scotland . 
Army, Navy, 



Total of Great Britain 



Leinster . 
Munster . 
Ulster . 
Connaught 



Total of Ireland 



Total of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland . 



Island of Guernsey, 
, , Jersey . 

, , Man . 



Total of United King- 
dom . . . . 



Employed 
in Eetail 
Trade, or in 
Handicraft, 
as Masters 



Employed 
in Manu- 

Manufac- 

Machinery. 



Other 

Males 



Agriculture. 



Capitalists, 

Bankers, 

Professional 

Educated 

Men. 



Female 

Servants. 



in Labour 
not Agri- 
cultural. 



Occupiers 

employing 

Labourers. 



Labourers 

employed 



of Age 
(except 
Servants.) 



employing 

Labourers. 



20 Years 
of Age. 



Workmen. 



Great Brita 



England 

Wales 

Scotland 



Total of Great Britain 



Ireland. 



Leinster . 
Munster . 
Ulster . 
Connaught 



Total of Ireland 



Total of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland . 



Island of Guernsey , &c.! 
,, Jersey . . 

, , Man . . 



Total of British Is- 



Totalof United King- 
dom . . . . 



Houses. 


Inhabited. 


Families. 


Building. 


habited. 

1 


2,326,022 


2,745,336 


23,462 


113,885 


155,522 


166,538 


1,297 


6,030 


369,393 

} ■ ■ 


502,301 


2,568 


12,719 


2,850,937 


3,414,175 


27,327 


132,634 


292,729 


344,314 


3,715 


7,967 




376,051 


3,796 


9,553 


402,005 . 


425,314 


3,997 


16,607 


224,638 


239,387 | 


3,800 


6,527 


1,429,816 


1,385,066 ' 


15,308 j 


40,654 


| 4,280,753 


4,799,241 


42,635 


173,288 1 


c. 3,804 


5,333 


114 


221 


4,990 


7,292 


50 


115 


6,864 


8,259 


62 


361 


j 15,65S 


20,884 


226 


697 


] 4,296,411 


4,820,125 


42,861 


173,9S5 



Occupiers not employing labourers, and who may, therefore, be considered as belonging to the class of labourers 
Labourers not occupying land 



Great Britain. Ireland. 

. 168,815 564,274 

. 887,167 567,441 



Total . . 1,055,982 1,131,715 
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TABLE No. II. 

Cultivated and Uncultivated Land and Agricultural Produce of Great Britain 
and Ireland. 



Cultivated Land of Great Britain according to Tables laid before the 
Emigration Committee of the House of Commons in 1827, by 

Mr. Cowling 34,014,000 

Added for subsequent Enclosure Acts * ...... 240,000 



Total . . . 34,254,000 



Cultivated Land, of Ireland according to the calculation of Mr. Griffith, 
under whom the valuation of Ireland is now taking place . . 14,603,000 

Uncultivated Land of Great Britain in 1827, according to the above- 

mentioned Tables . . . . . . . , 22,819,330 

Deduct Land subsequently brought into cultivation, as above . . 240,000 



Total . . 22,579,330 



Uncultivated Land of Ireland in 1831, according to Mr. Griffith’s calculation 5 , 340,736 



£. 

Supposed Annual Value of the Agricultural Produce of Great Britain + . 150,000,000 

Supposed Annual Value of the Agricultural Produce of Ireland J . . 36 , 000 , 000 



* There appear to have been about 140 Enclosure Acts passed since the year 1827, and each Enclosure is supposed to 
take in from 1,600 to 1,800 acres. 

f The rental of Great Britain is at present considered equal to what it was in 1810, when, according to the property- 
tax return, it amounted to about £33,000,000 a-year, and the rental is not considered equal to two-ninths of the pro- 
duce, therefore the annual value of the agricultural produce of Great Britain cannot betaken at less than £150,000,000 
which is more than four times the amount of agricultural produce of Ireland. 

| This is the calculation of Mr. Griffith. 
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APPENDIX (H.) PART I. to THIRD REPORT of COMMISSIONERS. 



TABLE No. III. 

Wages of Agricultural Labourers in the different Counties of Ireland, and the Amount of their 
Earnings in the Year, so far as any Estimate can be formed of them. 



Province. 


County. 


Barony or Parish. 


Amount of Wages. 


General Average 
Amount of Work 
obtained during 
the whole year 
by all 

the able-bodied 
Labourers. 






Galway . . . 


P. Omey 


6d. to 8 d. 


120 days. 






Ditto .... 


B. Kilconnel 


Winter 6 d., rest of year 8 d 








Leitrim . . . 


B. Dromahair .... 




140 , , 






Ditto .... 


B. Mohill 


Winter 6cZ. to 7 d., rest of year ScZ. to 10c/. 


140 ,, 


Connaught 




Mayo . . . 


P. Aughavale .... 


6d. to 8 d 


100 ,, 






Ditto .... 


P. Kilgever 


6 d. to 8 d 


30 ,, 






Sligo .... 


P. Achonry ..... 




90 ,, 






Ditto .... 


Village ot Ballymoat 




24 ,, 






Ditto .... 


B. Carbery 


Winter 7 d. to 8 d., rest of year 9d. to 10 d. 


120 , , 






Carlow . . . 


P. Aghade 


8 d. to 10c/ 


145 ,, 






Ditto .... 


P. St. Mullins .... 


10c/. on average 


110 ,, 






Dublin . . . 


B. Balrothery .... 


Winter 10c/., rest of year Is 


160 ,, 






Kildare . . . 


P. Kilcock 


10c/ 


100 ,, 






Ditto .... 


P. Naas 


10 d 


110 ,, 






Kilkenny . . 


B. Gowran 


Winter 8 d., rest of year 10c/. 


145 ,, 






Ditto .... 


B. Galmoy 


8<Z. on average 


145 ,, 






King’s . . . 


B. Clonlisk 


Winter 7c/., rest of year 8c/. 








Ditto .... 


B. Philipstown .... 


Winter 6c/. to 7c/., rest of year 9c/. to 10 d. 


100 ,, 


Leinster . 


•< 


Longford . 


P. Killimore 




80 ,, 






Louth . . . 


B. Dundalk 


Winter 8c/., rest of year 10c/ 


210 ,, 






Meath . . . 


B. Moyfenragh .... 


Winter 8c/., rest of year 10c/ 


155 ,, 






Ditto .... 


B. Upper and Lower Kells 


Winter 8c/., rest of year 10 d 


120 ,, 






Queen’s . . 


B. East Maryborough . 


Winter 8c/., rest of year 10c/ 1 








Ditto .... 


B. West Maryborough . 


Winter 8d , rest of year 10c/. . . v . J 


’ ’ 






Ditto .... 


B. Portnahinch .... 


Winter 8c/., rest of year 10c/ 


150 ,, 






Westmeath . 






90 ,, 






Wexford . . 


P. Iloretown 


10c/ 


190 ,, 






Wicklow . . 


B. Talbotstown .... 


Winter 8 d , rest of year 10c/ 


170 ,, 






Clare .... 


B. Corcomroe .... 


8c/. on an average 








Ditto .... 


P. Abbey 


6d. to ScZ 


100 ,, 






Cork .... 


P. Killeagh 


ScZ 


146 ,, 






Ditto .... 


P. Liscarrel 


8 d 


130 ,, 






Kerry . . . 


P. Kenmare 




140 ,, 


Munster . 


■4 


Ditto .... 


P. Lislowell 


6d. to 8 d • . . . 


150 ,, 






Limerick . . 


P. Chapel Russell . . . 




140 ,, 






Ditto .... 


B. Coshlea 


Winter 8c/., rest of year lOcZ 








Tipperarv . . 


B. Middlethird .... 


Winter 6c/., rest of year 8 d. 








Waterford . . 


B. Decies 


8 d. all the year 








.Ditto .... 


B. Middlethird .... 


10 d 










f 


Majority em- 






Antrim . . . 




Is. on an average < 


ployed great 










f 


part of the year. 






Armagh . . 


B.Fews 


Winter 10c/., rest of year 11c/. to Is. . . 


175 days. 






Cavan . . . 


B. Loughtee 


Winter ScZ., rest of year 10c/ 


150 ,, 






Donegal . . 




Is. on average 


170 ,, 


Ulster 




Down . . . 


B. Iveagh 


Winter 10c/., rest of year Is 


160 ,, 






Ditto .... 


B. Lecale 


Winter 10c/., rest of vear Is 


160 ,, 






Fermanagh . 


B. Tyrkennedy .... 


Winter 9c/., rest of year 11c/. to Is. . . . 


190 ,, 






Londonderry 


P. Aughedowey . . 


Is. on an average 


180 ,, 






Monaghan 


B. Monaghan .... 


lOcZ. all the year 


180 ,, 






Tyrone . . . 


B. Omagh 


Winter 8c/., rest of year 11c/. to Is. . . . 


150 ,, 



The above Table gives an average employment of about twenty-two weeks, of six working days each, to the whole of the labourers 

According to the census of 1831, the total number of labourers was 1,131,715; of whom 504,274 were occupiers of land, and 567,441 
were not. It appears by the first Report of the Commissioners of Public Instruction, that the population of Ireland had, in 1834, 
increased from 7,707,401 (the amount in 1831) to 7,943,940. We may assume that the number of labourers has increased in the same 
proportion, and, therefore, that it now exceeds 1,170,000, and that the number of them not holding land (being, as seen above, about halt 
of the whole) is 585,000. If, consequently, this latter class would take refuge in a workhouse when they cannot obtain employment on lure, 
they would there have to be provided for during thirty weeks of the year. The adult males of Ireland amounted, according to the census 
of 1831, to 1,867,765, while the total population was 7,767,401 . Assuming that the agricultural labourers were to the part of the popula'ijj” 
dependent upon them as the whole number of male adults was to the whole population, the number of persons dependent upon the 585,0811 
labourers not holding land cannot be taken at less than 1 ,800,000. _ 

The average amount of wages appears from the above Table to be about 8^<f. per day, and that of days’ employment on hire to be 1* 
for each labourer. If about eight weeks, or forty-eight days, for the work upon their own land, he added to the employment obtained by 
the labourers who hold land; and if fourteen days, for the employment on their con-acre ground, he added to the work of those labourers 
who, having no land, take con-acre, the average amount of employment obtained during the whole year by the entire class of labourers ml 
be 166 days. This, at the rate of Slrf. per day, gives an average of 2s. 3d. per week during the whole year for the earnings of each labourer, 
and amounts to £5. 17s. per annumj which, multiplied by the total number of labourers, gives the sum of £6,844,500. 
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